Macbeth Final Essay
Final Written Assignment: Choose ONE of the following prompts, and write a five paragraph

persuasive essay. You must use specific details and comment on each as your supporting evidence. Of course, you will have a strong intro with arguable thesis statement and a conclusion that “resolves” your thesis and ends with a clincher statement. 
1. Trace the deterioration of either Macbeth OR Lady Macbeth from the beginning of the play to its tragic conclusion. Your thesis must state the “cause” of this deterioration. (*possible thesis: Macbeth begins the play as a conquering hero, but allows greed and viciousness to overrule him, leading to more murders and his own eventual beheading. OR, Lady Macbeth’s ambition for herself and for her husband leads her to the insane idea of killing a king which only serves to spread the brutal insanity throughout the kingdom.)

2. Who is more to blame for Macbeth’s downfall, Macbeth or Lady Macbeth? Make sure you explain why you think so. (*possible thesis: Lady Macbeth is evil incarnate because she sways her husband to kill his king when he did not wish to. OR, Macbeth is ripe to the slightest suggestions to murder his leige and lord. The three witches plant the seed of evil and Lady Macbeth waters it, however, it is Macbeth, himself, who harvests the ugliness.)

3. A motif is a word, image or action that occurs over and over within a work in order to enhance the meaning (significance) of the work (theme). Analyze how the blood and violence motif contributes to the theme of the play, Macbeth. Cite imagery as evidence. (*possible thesis: The recurring gruesome imagery of violence and blood underscores Macbeth’s escalating viciousness and immorality.)

4. In literature when one character’s responses, function and characteristics are very different from another that they “highlight” the flaws of another s/he is called a foil. Explain how Macduff is a foil to Macbeth. (*possible thesis: Macduff is an example of honor and integrity. Macbeth is the antithesis of these characteristics. These characteristics lead one to a tragic death and the other to a kingly resolution.)

5. Explain how the three witches are antagonists in this play and a “controlling force” working toward Macbeth’s demise. (*possible thesis: The three witches not only prophesy the future for Macbeth, but they directly affect his thoughts and decisions, ultimately leading him to evil and gruesome death.)
Please check off that you have done all of the following:

Underline the title of the play.        Highlight your thesis. 
Highlight your counter-claim.       properly cite ALL quotes.
Check punctuation.                       Proofread for clarity. 
