Anthem Essay Contest Winter Assignment
	Due: January 10th, 2011
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FIRST PRIZE: $2,000
5 SECOND PRIZES: $500
10 THIRD PRIZES: $200
45 FINALISTS: $50
175 SEMIFINALISTS: $30
	


Anthem is a dystopic science fiction story taking place at some unspecified future date. Mankind has entered another dark age as a result of what Rand saw as the weaknesses of socialistic thinking and economics. Technological advancement is now carefully planned (when it is allowed to occur, if at all) and the concept of individuality has been eliminated (for example, the word “I” has disappeared from the language). As is common in her work, Rand draws a clear distinction between the “socialist/communal” values of equality and brotherhood and the “productive/capitalist” values of achievement and individuality. The story also parallels Stalinist Russia, which was currently going on at the time as the story was published. (Summary from Wikipedia)
Topic
1. To fully control a man, dictators must not only enslave his body, but also destroy his mind. Discuss how the leaders and society in Anthem seek to accomplish this tyrannical end. 

Rules

· To avoid disqualification, mailed in essays must include a stapled cover sheet with the following information:

1. your name and address;
2. MLA format (cite all your quotes properly);
3. your e-mail address (if available);

4. the name and address of your school;

5. topic selected (#1, 2 or 3 from list above);

6. your current grade level; and

7. the name of the teacher who assigned the essay, if you are completing it for classroom credit.
· Essay must be solely the work of the entrant. Plagiarism will result in disqualification.
· Essay must be no fewer than 800 and no more than 1,600 words in length, and double-spaced.
· Contest winners agree to allow the Ayn Rand Institute to post their names on any of ARI’s affiliated websites. The winning first place essay may be posted in its entirety on any of these websites with full credit given to the author. 

· Winners will be solely responsible for any federal, state or local taxes.
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